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DG-1001S "BU" Standard Operating Procedures and P1 Requirements 

 

1. The glider will normally live in the University Hanger. Until the door situation is clarified it will do so in the 

full covers.  If significant weather is anticipated arrangements should be made to de-rig and place the glider 

in the trailer. 

2. The glider shall only be moved into and out of the hanger with the 17m end plates fitted.  This is to avoid the 

otherwise inevitable contact between tips and steel work.  When not in use the tips (18m & 20m) shall be 

stored in the trailer or on fittings in the hanger once arranged. 

3. When moving the glider into and out of the hanger sufficient people (a minimum of 3 is recommended) shall 

be present to ensure that the glider can be manoeuvred safely thus minimising the risk of hanger rash. 

Covers must be removed and placed on the glider on the grass outside the hangar to prevent dirt and grit 

getting on the covers. We are sourcing some bins to store the covers in the hangar when not in use. 

4. The PIC shall meet the following minimum experience requirements.  These have been dictated by the 

insurance company in order to reduce the premium to an acceptable level: 

          Gold C and a minimum 250 hours P1 (unless holding a Full, Ass Cat or EASA FI(S) rating) and the CFI's 

permission.          

5. Prior to flying as P1 pilots shall make themselves familiar with the Flight Manual which will be posted on the 

club website for download, in particular with the loading limitations and undercarriage operation.  There is a 

loading table in each cockpit and a short aide-memoir regarding the undercarriage operation.  There is paper 

copy of the Flight Manual in the cockpit. 

6. When moving the glider on the ground use of the tail dolly shall be mandatory.  There is significant weight 

on the tail wheel which will be damaged if dragged sideways. Caution - the tail dolly is white in colour. Until 

we can repaint it in a contrasting colour take care to make sure it is removed before flight. 

7. During normal operation the Internal battery shall be selected. This is to preserve the fin battery which 

cannot be accessed for charging without removing the tailplane. 

8. Following use the Internal battery is to be removed for recharging. The Internal battery is a LiFePo batery 

and must only be charged using the dedicated DG-1000 battery charger in our battery room.  It is 

recommended that the tailplane is removed and the fin battery recharged regularly (monthly) and more 

often if used.  Where this occurs the tailplane is to be placed in the trailer.  Longer term the fin battery will 

be charged 'in-situ' once such arrangements can be made. 

9. The glider will be subject to cleaning after use.  As a minimum this will include the leading edges, under the 

fuselage and the cockpit areas. 

10. When using the ballast weights the perspex cover shall be taped iaw the FM instructions. 

Additional considerations following experience gained on the first test flight are: 

A. Before flying the pilots must make themselves familiar with the feel and operation of the airbrakes with the 

front seat pilot in place.  In particular if the rear airbrake handle is rotated too far into the cockpit you will 

notice interference that prevents you closing the airbrakes completely.  Given the presence of the front seat 

pilots leg this is unlikely, however a helpful person may get their leg out of the way which permits the 

airbrake handle to be over rotated inwards which prevents airbrakes being closed. This issue has been 
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reported to DG and we await approval of a suggested engineering fix. Additionally you will notice some 

apparent roughness in the brakes on the initial opening if the handle is only rotated very slightly.  This is 

associated with the "Piggot Hook" mechanism designed to prevent the brakes sucking open and is by design. 

B. Currently when lowering the undercarriage you will notice the main electronics reset.  This is believed to be 

associated with the undercarriage motor spindle drive requiring a minor adjustment. this has been reported 

to DG and will be adjusted when  DG send working instructions for the adjustment. It will require derigging 

to access a micro switch for adjustment.  The immediate work-around is to ask the front seat occupant to 

select fin battery immediately before lowing the undercarriage.  The battery switch can then be returned to 

the 'Intern' position.  The front seat pilot must be briefed about this before flight. 

 

All pilots wishing to fly BU as P1 should arrange to make introductory flights in the glider to become familiar with its 

general characteristics.  This should include aerotow, winch launching and the stalling and spinning characteristics. 

Where possible these flights should be made with someone who has flown the DG1000 series before. 

 

Whilst the glider is equipped with an undercarriage alarm, configured to warn if the undercarriage is not lowered by 

300' agl, this must not be relied on.  Only rigorous checks will avoid any embarrassment. 

 

Andy Davis 

Chairman 

 


