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Dear Members

The Club is continuing to expand its operation in small steps as the country continues to inch its way back to
normality.  Since the lockdown restrictions eased and permitted us to restart limited flying operations, some
55% of our flying members have been able to fly with 80% of our Silver C pilots having flown and 1 pre Silver
C pilot has also flown. This flying activity has no doubt been assisted by the good flying weather which has
allowed menbers to complete memorable soaring flights with some notable firsts including Diamond distance
for Kevin Neave and a trip to the far north of England and back for Trevor. Essential maintenance activities
have continued around the club and our maintenance teams have been busy with both gliders, vehicles,
winches, trailers and the airfield to make sure that everything is ready to go as soon as restrictions ease
further. We are very mindful that a significant number of our members have not flown and will be feeling left out
of all this fun. We are seeking to find ways to return them to flying or other involvement in club activities
including ground refresher training.  In particular we invite members currently unable to fly to come to the club
and help out around the launch point so they don't forget how ground operations are carried out and so they
are ready for when restrictions do permit their return to flying.

Winching:

Last Sunday we successfully trialled winch launching under coronavirus procedures and a number of members
were able to take a winch launch to retain winch currency. From tomorrow Saturday 6th June we will have the
winch operating both days on flyable weekends with the winch being operated by volunteers on both
Saturdays and Sundays. Thank you to Seb and Christophe for volunteering to operate the winch this coming
weekend. 

In the short term we will also have regular winch launching on a Thursday with the winch being operated by a
volunteer. 

I would commend members who have not yet taken advantage of the availability of winch launching to take a
winch launch at the earliest opportunity (after consulting and reviewing winching procedures with an instructor)
before their currency lapses any further.

Strict adherence to Covid-19 hygiene procedures are vitally important throughout the winching operation. They
have been previously circulated but a quick reminder of the essential points:

All equipment must be thoroughly cleaned and sanitised before and after flying and at every crew
change.  Pay particular attention to microphones.
Only one person to operate the winch and drive the L200 pick up truck.
Only one person in the launch point bus who must operate the lights and radios.
Everybody must sanitise their hands both before and after handling parachutes, weak links and strops.

Club Single Seaters:

Flying of club single seaters restarted two weeks ago with two club single seaters being insured for flight risks.
Both the available club single seaters have  been very busy and have shown there is a real appetite for club
members who do not have access to a private glider to fly them.  Accordingly the remaining club single seaters
will be insured for flight risks from tomorrow Saturday 6th June so that the entire club single seater fleet is now
available for members to fly.  EKF and HXM are just in the final stages of their annual inspections so please do
check with Kevin Neave and Tim Macfadyen respectively that their annual inspections are complete and they
are cleared for flight before attempting to fly them.

Strict adherence to Covid-19 hygiene procedures are vitally important for anybody flying club gliders. 
They have been previously circulated but a quick reminder of the essential points:



All equipment, controls, switches, harnesses, microphones and parachute harnesses must be
thoroughly cleaned and sanitised before and after flying and at every crew change.  Pay particular
attention to microphones.
Everybody must sanitise their hands both before and after flying a club glider.

Launch Point:

There are many launch point tasks that are voluntarily carried out by members to help others fly and in turn
they should help when it is your turn to fly. Martin Greathead has been doing a fantastic job of keeping the
flying log and operating the launch point bus on flyable days and many club members could benfit from
learning or reminding themselves how to do these tasks as well as handling cables, weak links, hooking up,
running wings, driving the buggies, retrieving gliders etc. 

Early solo or pre solo pilots have sadly not yet been able to fly either because of government guidelines or
flight safety considerations. We will get you flying in two seaters as soon as restrictions permit us to do so but
in the meantime if you are in this category you may still come to the club to participate in launch point or other
activities so that you don't forget how things are done. We will try to arrange some socially distanced ground
refresher training for you. Please make yourself known to the duty instructor at the 10am briefing held outside
in the garden area (weather permitting).  Remember that even when we are not flying there are lots of things to
do at the club from weeding to grass cutting to washing of dirty equipment and many other small jobs that don't
do themselves and which are normally carried out by members. 

Don't forget that the bar is now open for takeaway service so you can enjoy a socially distanced drink with
other members at the end of the day.
 
Hygiene:

Some personal observations from watching the last two weeks of club operations:

Guard your social distance. It is easy to forget the requirement when having fun or absorbed in a task. 
Maintain 2 metres separation if you possibly can and if you can't mitigate the risk by suitable means
such as wearing a face covering or facing away.
Keep cleaning your hands regularly. Sanitise before and after touching anything.
Do not invade somebody else's sanitised space unless invited by for example reaching into their cockpit
and "helpfully" assisting with the harness or operating a control for them. It just means they have to get
out of the cockpit and clean everything all over again.
The buggies are also potentially contaminated with virus.  If you use one, sanitise it before and after
use, then sanitise your hands.
Try to provide your own PPE and sanitising equipment but if you forget yours there is lots of PPE and
alcohol hand sanitiser in the clubhouse and at the launch point. Use it.
Please make sure you properly close tubs of alcohol wipes after you take a wipe. If you leave the tub
open the alcohol will evaporate and the whole tub will be wasted.

Other News:

The Club Committee has taken the difficult decision to cancel the Club Class Nationals due to be held 25th
July to 2nd August.  This decision has been taken because with the coronavirus pandlemic still very real and
dangerous and with no significant changes in governemnt policy predicted forecast in respect of large group
meetings and / or camping facilities we can see no realistic way to protect our members, staff, competition
volunteers, competitors and their crews from the risk of transmission of Covid-19 brought by a large influx of
visitors in the domestic areas, toilets, showers, catering areas etc.  

At the time of writing Sid's task Week now scheduled for 7 days commencing Saturday 8th August is still going
ahead.

Your Club Committee is always looking at ways to involve more members in club activities and I do hope we
will see some more members at the club in the coming days and weeks.

Stay safe,

Andy Davis
Chairman.



 

 

 


