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Introduction 

 

 This period marked the start of the two company structure of the club, and it 

saw the continuation of the development of its facilities. The major developments 

were the extension of the clubhouse, the provision of a new building to act as an 

additional workshop, the purchase of the field to the east of the previous boundary 

and the complete change of the Club’s glider fleet.  The heavy expenditure which 

this involved was controlled by David Barker, the Club treasurer, and Peter Bray, 

the secretary of the Holding Company.  Owen Harris was Chairman for the majority of 

the period, taking over from Keith Aldridge, and when he moved away from the area 

in 1983, James Metcalfe took over. 

 

The Two Company Structure 

 

 The introduction of the two company structure, which came into effect on the 

1st April 1977
1
, was achieved with a great deal of behind the scenes work, mainly 

by Peter Bray, and very little upset.  The basis of the change was that the assets 

of the club remained the property of the original company, which retained the title 

of The Bristol Gliding Club Pty Ltd, with the original 

company number (344623), and acted as a Holding company.  

Its articles of association were modified accordingly 

and its three directors were Peter Bray (Company 

secretary), Nick O’Brien and Doug Jones.  The assets 

were leased to the Operating Company
56
.  This was a new 

company (number 1302149) with the name Bristol and 

Gloucestershire Gliding Club Ltd and was governed by a 

committee elected by the members, which in turn elected 

its Directors.  It was responsible for the use and 

maintenance of the Assets leased from the Holding 

company.  The Operating Company is a wholly-owned 

subsidiary of the Holding Company.   

  

 It should be noted that the original company had been trading under the name 

of the Bristol and Gloucestershire Gliding Club for some seven years, but the new 

Bristol and Gloucestershire Gliding Club Ltd was a completely new company. 

 

 The new structure required the two companies to produce separate accounts and 

to have separate directors
58
. 

 

 In fact the two companies worked in close co-operation, with the Operating 

company advising the Holding company when they required any additions or changes to 

the equipment they used and the Holding company responding, although often the club 

committee tended to locate sellers and buyers and negotiate prices for the 

equipment it wished to buy or dispose of (eg Ref 72).  The Holding company was then 

left to straighten out the paperwork. (eg Refs 60,61 & 64) Joint directors’ 

meetings decided such things as assets requirements and insurance values, and the 

two companies were registered as a group for the purposes of VAT with a group 

number of 302355990
59
. 

 
   James Metcalfe 



 
   Dave Wales 
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 Soon after the introduction of the new structure, it was decided to change 

the accounting date of both companies from the 31 March, to the 31 October each 

year
63
. 

 

Building Developments 

 

Clubhouse changes 

 

 Following the 1976 decision in principle to house the courses in the Club 

instead of local inns, it was necessary to provide bedrooms, showers and improved 

toilet facilities.  The showers and toilet facilities were also expected to help in 

the Club’s bids to run future Euroglide competitions
5
.  So towards the end of 1977 

Simon Roberts, a member who was a qualified architect, drew up plans for an 

extension to the toilet block
114
 and obtained building regulations approval and 

planning permission for it shortly afterwards
113
.  A complete re-work of the 

clubhouse interior involved providing flooring at the level of the eaves from the 

west end of the existing building to 10 feet into the existing clubroom, and 

additional skylights.  This provided five bedrooms and a small bunkroom upstairs.  

However these rooms all had ceilings sloping at an angle of 55 degrees, reaching 

down to the floor and so reduced their effective sizes.  Downstairs, the kitchen 

was reduced to a little over half its original size but was re-equipped with up to 

date appliances
52
.  The existing bunkhouse was divided into two bedrooms with a 

passageway running between them from the clubroom to the toilets
114
.  These new 

arrangement meant that the nail driven into the wall over the kitchen hatch in 1956 

as a temporary means of holding the hatch flap up was finally decommissioned, as 

was the ingenious system of strings in the bunkhouse which enabled the light to be 

switched on and off from any bunk without the occupant having to get out of bed
48
.  

The additional toilet area was used to provide larger and improved toilet 

facilities, while the old toilet areas were converted into shower rooms.  The 

drawing for the extension showed it being roofed in with a continuation of the main 

roof, though this was not done until later.  However, the porch was extended to 

about 10 feet in length at the same time.  See Appendix 1 for drawings of the 

revised layout. 

 

 The work was done by Club members led by Dave Wales with Richard Starling, 

Ron Barnes, Eric Drummond, Alan Matheson and a few others doing the majority of the 

work.  Chalky White rebuilt the bar
48
.  The work was not quite finished at the end 

of 1978 so a professional builder was brought in to finish it ready for the 1979 

courses
6,81
.  The new facility cost £12,281 including £1,112 for bed linen. 

 

 
     Richard Starling 

 
Gerry Martin, Ron Barnes 

 and the extended porch 



 
     Simon Roberts 
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New workshop 

 

 In 1977 preliminary enquiries were made to the Sports Council about a 

possible grant for a motor glider and an additional hangar
57
, but these projects 

were not followed up at the time as there was a pressing need for the clubhouse 

improvements so as to be able to accommodate the courses.  But in 1979 the CAA gave 

notice that new legislation was to be introduced that included more stringent 

requirements for any areas used for light aircraft maintenance
50,99

.  This meant that 

it would no longer be legal to maintain the Club’s tugs in the north hangar as had 

been done since 1957.  It was not feasible to modify the hangar to meet the new 

requirements, so if maintenance was to continue on site, a new building would be 

required
50
. 

 

  Simon Roberts took on the job of designing and overseeing the construction  

of the new building, and concurrently Peter Bray and David Barker started 

investigations to try to secure a grant for at least a part of the cost.  This 

became more pressing as other expenditure was pushing up the Club’s debts. 

 

 Simon produced an outline drawing of the new 

building in 1979, and outline planning permission was 

obtained in January 1980
100
.  He prepared more detailed 

drawings in 1981.  The proposal was that the main 

structure, that is the steelwork, roofing and doors, 

would be bought in and the walls and fittings be put 

up by the members.  The Sports Council required that 

grant requests should be put to the local District and 

County Councils and the Gloucestershire Playing field 

Association before they would consider a grant.  This 

was done in the Spring of 1981 with refusals from 

each
102
.  The work was put out to general tender on 16 

Nov 1981
101
 and a quote of £36,700 was received from 

Bennett Bros
103
. 

 

 

 

 

 But in October 1981, posters were published advertising the auction of the 

13.55-acre field to the east of the airfield boundary
9,115

.  This was known in the 

Club as Platford’s field.  The auction was to be held on 19th November.  There was 

much debate about whether the Club could afford to buy it and still go ahead with 

the workshop extension which it badly needed, and if not, which should have 

priority
9
.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
              Revised Clubhouse Exterior 
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One view was that that the opportunity to 

buy it was unlikely to come again, but on 

the other hand the need for the new 

building was becoming more and more 

pressing as until it was built, tugs would 

have to go away for maintenance
117
.  

However the bank was willing to support an 

additional loan for the purchase on the 

basis that in the worst case the field 

could be re-sold without loss
116
.  On the 

basis of this, and offers of loans from 

members, it was decided to ask the Holding 

Company to try to negotiate a pre-sale 

purchase
9
, or failing that to bid for it

118
.  

It was not possible to agree a price with 

the seller before the sale but the Club’s 

bid of £20,550 was successful at the 

auction
119
.  Over £17,000 of this was 

covered by members’ loans
70
.  As well as 

the field, the Club became the owner of an 

ancient monument in the shape of 

Woodchester Beaker Round Barrow, situated 

on the new boundary
115
, and had also 

acquired the right to graze two cows on 

Selsley common
120
. 

 

 There was a considerable amount of work required on the new field, which was 

done over the following years.  The fencing between it and the adjoining property 

had to be made good
17
 and the old boundary had to be cleared out and levelled

135,53
.  

But it was not until into 1986 that the long job of removing the surface stones had 

been completed and the whole field made landable
95
.  Rolling

34
 and mechanical de-

stoning were not successful and the stones were finally removed manually, thanks 

largely to Ken Mahon and Gerry Martin
126
. 

 

 
Platford’s field - the light coloured  

       field in the centre  

 
Original boundary between Club’s 

field and Platford’s field 



 
                      The new hangar in build 
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 The purchase of Platford’s field increased the need for grant aid for the 

hangar, even though obtaining this would lead to delay.  A detailed application was 

sent to the Sports Council on 11 December 1981
104
.  However, the Sport Council 

pointed out that the Company’s Memorandum of Association allowed for the payment of 

dividends, and allowed the assets of the club to be apportioned to the members in 

the event of the Club being wound up.  They contended that this made the Club a 

commercial organisation and so not eligible for aid under the voluntary scheme
106,107

.  

The Club amended its articles so as to be eligible
15
, but after all this the Sports 

Council refused a grant on the grounds of its lack of money
18,107

.  As a contingency 

in the meantime, a cheap second hand hangar was sought with a maximum price of 

£15,000, but without success
13
.   

 

 About this time, Chalky White, the Club’s engineer, decided to resign so the 

Club had to make arrangements with other engineers as and when tug maintenance was 

needed, and this situation continued until the new building was completed
8
. 

 

 The Club resubmitted its Sports Council application in August 1982 with a 

lower price of £19,750.  This correspond to a lower specification, using Club 

labour for more of the work, and postponing some refinements
108,110

.  At the same time 

permission was obtained to start work without prejudice to the application
109
.  The 

Club’s bank offered to increase its overdraft by £15,000
69
, which enabled a start to 

be made, and in November the Sports Council finally offered a grant of £3,000 and 

an interest free loan of £5,000 repayable over five years
111
.   

 

 The reduced specification design failed to get building regulations 

approval
20
 and so the cost estimate rose to £25,000.  The revised design received 

approval in November 1982
21
. 

 
Work on the foundations started in January 1983

23
, the 

steel work was in progress a month later
24
 and the building was finally completed in 

February 1984
112
.  The whole building project was organised by Simon Roberts, and he 

oversaw Club members building the back wall as well as doing the majority of that 

work himself
91
. 

 

 The span of the new hangar was 14 metres, and its depth 18 metres with the 

rear 6 metres being partitioned off as a workshop.  The height of the eaves was 3 

metres and the roof slope was 15 degrees. 

 

  



11-6 

 

 A tenant, John Eagles, moved into the building on 1 April 1984
28
 and he took 

over the Club’s aircraft maintenance.  But the arrangement was not entirely 

satisfactory as the costs were high
38
 and also he got into arrears with the rent

40
. 

 

 While the work on the new building was being finished off during late 1983, 

the roof of the club house was retiled with terracotta coloured concrete tiles in 

place of the existing rosemaries
26
.   

 

 In 1985 it was agreed to roof in the space between the new building and the 

original hangar to provide a vehicle shed
127
. 

 

 Further work on the Clubhouse was carried out in January and February 1985 by 

Barry Walker.  The roof was extended over the toilet block and the additional first 

floor space was used to an enlarge the dormitory.  New bedrooms were built on the 

ground floor to accommodate double courses and this required the removal of the 

external bar store building and the external access door to the bar.  Damp proof 

courses were installed to the whole building and the building was rewired.  A 

pitched roof was fitted to the porch and the floor of the parachute loft was also 

strengthened at the same time
28,35,36

.  The total cost was £6657
75.
 

 

The Fleet. 

 

 Almost the entire glider fleet was changed during this period.  Although 

there was an intention to modernise it, the process was driven to a large extent by 

accidents leading to write-offs.  Two exceptions were the purchase of a second K8, 

which was bought from Tim Macfadyen in June 1978
62
 as a replacement for one of the 

Swallows.  Both of the Swallows were sold shortly after.  The T21 was also sold by 

mid-1979
65
.  This was the last side-by-side two-seater owned by the club, and  was 

replaced by an ASK13 (BGA 2554) bought in August 1979
66
. 

 The Skylark 4 was written off in an accident on the 4th January 1981
68
 and 

was replaced in June by a new Grob 102 (BGA 2741).  This was the first “glass” 

glider owed by the Club, and had the tail mark EKF
96
. 

 

 
                            The Grob 102 

 
                       The new ASK13  



 
              The Ka7         
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 The Blanik type was given a 3000 hr life by its makers in 1978 as a result of 

structural damage found on one example, and this was thought to be limiting
48
.  

However, the Club’s Blanik was seriously damaged in mid 1982 and was an insurance 

write-off
18
.  The Club bought the wreckage, which it sold to the South Wales gliding 

Club for £1,500
96
.  As a stop gap, the Club 

hired a Ka7 BGA 2139 from the Oxford Club and 

this was bought in August that year
19,96

.  This 

was later modified to be similar to a ASK13.  

The ASK13 was also damaged, and a replacement 

rebuilt fuselage was bought for it later that 

month
124,96

. 

 

 The Bocian was also written off on 1 

September 1983
25
.  This was replaced by another 

ASK13 BGA 2954, bought from the Army Club
72,96

.  

In March 1985 the Club made an offer for 

another ASK13
76
, but this apparently came to nothing

77
. 

 

 The Club’s tug aircraft were also updated.  The Beagle Auster Terrier was 

thought to be under powered for the heavier gliders on site, and a Bellanca Scout 

was bought in December 1979
67
.  The Terrier was sold soon afterwards

96
. There was an 

immediate problem with the noise of the Scout, and the Club received many 

complaints.  An alternative two bladed propeller was tried but gave too much loss 

of performance. The problem was eventually greatly eased by fitting a Hoffmann
130
 

four-bladed propeller, but it took until March 1986 for trials to be made and the 

revised propeller to be certified and in use
46
.  In the meantime the Scout was used 

as little as possible at weekends and evenings
16
.  The Scout noise was finally dealt 

with in December 1994 with the fitting of an improved silencer
128
. 

  

 
  The Scout in its original form 

 
Refurbished with 4 blade prop. 

     and revised silencer 



 
           Tug Refuelling Point 

 
            The Whitbread Winch 
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 Throughout the period up to June 1983, when Colin Pennycuick took up a post 

with an American university, the Club had an agreement with him to use his Piper 

Super Cruiser
7,16,81,98 

for tugging to supplement its own tugs, and it was used quite 

extensively while the Scout noise was a problem. 

 

 

 The CAA cleared the Club’s tugs to run on Mogas (motor petrol) in 1984
34
. 

 

The Airfield 

 

 Work on the airfield included 

decommissioning the refuelling point by 

the entrance gate in 1977
2
.  There was 

some tipping of top soil in the new north 

east corner of the extended field in 

1982
22
 and further tipping was considered 

for the quarry in 1984
32
 but it was not 

recorded whether this went ahead.  Hard- 

standing was laid at the tug refuelling 

point in 1985
41
 and work was done to drain 

two areas of the winch track in 1986
55
. 

 

Winching 

 

 Winch launching continued to be a problem in this period, with under-powered 

and unreliable equipment and many cable breaks
97
, but progress was made to improve 

matters. 

 

 The Mumford and Balloon winches continued to take most of the strain, and 

they were both re-engined in 1983
53
 with slightly less worn out engines

123
. 

 

 In 1976, Joe Grimes and Ray 

Jefferies had started to assemble a 

new winch on a Whitbread lorry 

chassis
97
.  It was completed in 

1979, but it had problems
83
 and was 

withdrawn from service for 

upgrading.  After much work, 

largely by Dave Crinson, it was 

back in service in 1983.  It 

represented a great advance; its 

automatic transmission, which could 

be made to drive either the drum or 

the lorry itself, made it easier to 

move, made for easier driving and 

gave smoother launches. 

 

 
        Colin Pennycuick’s Super Cruiser 



 
        The red tractor 
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It also had a safer and more comfortable cab
97
.  Although it had some problems

27,40
 it 

remained in service until 1990. 

 

 Dave also started work on the design and provisioning for a second winch with 

an automatic gearbox in 1985
44
. 

 

 The period started with two tractors for cable retrieving, a petrol driven 

Dowty Gypsy and a David Brown, known as the 

red tractor
10,49

.  Both these required 

frequent repair.  A better quality second 

hand Fiat 450 was bought in September 1984 

for £1250
74
, and the Gypsy was disposed of 

shortly afterwards
35
.  By this time, the 

practice of returning the tow-out tractors 

to the winch along a separate track while 

the gliders were being launched had been 

discontinued, so there was no need for 

cages on the tractors
122
.  

 

 Dumpers continued to be used for 

glider retrieving on the field, and it was policy to buy cheap second hand ones.  

Consequently they frequently needed repair
10,29,30,33,39,42

.  A second one, known as the 

red dumper was bought during 1979
65
, and a third one with a flat bed instead of a 

bucket, was bought in 1985 in the hope of having at least one serviceable at any 

time
127
.  

 

 A second hand Landrover was ordered from MAA(International) for £1092.50 and 

was collected in early 1984
27,73

.  It was immediately found to be defective
28
, but the 

garage could not be made to respond to complaints and the vehicle was finally sent 

to auction
31
. 

 

  

 

A double-decker bus was bought in June 1978
62
 and 

painted with red and white squares.  It was used as 

a launch point vehicle and competition control 

office.  It was sold at the end of 1985 for £200
43
, 

the same price that the Club had paid for it. 

 

 

 

 
      Yellow Dumper 

 
        Red Dumper 

 
 

        Flat-Bed Dumper 



 
          Arrival on the map 
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Flying 

  

 1979 saw the first courses accommodated in-house.  Managed by Chalky White 

and his wife Sue, they were very successful
50,52

. 

 

 The Western Regionals continued, with Pat Jones acting as Competition 

Secretary and running Control, and Peter Baylis, a professional meteorologist 

providing the Met.  Ken Brown, who had acted as scorer since the mid 1970s, wrote 

one of the first computer scoring programs in 1980, and continued to update and 

improve the program until the Mid 1990s
122
.  In 1984 the Club ran the Standard Class 

Nationals in place of the Regional, the first time that it had run a Nationals 

Class.  Tom Bradbury, who was a member and was another professional met man, 

provided the Met for this and subsequent competitions
93
.  Thereafter the Club ran 

Nationals and Regionals on more or less alternate years.  The Club also hosted 

Euroglide in 1978
80
. 

  

 In 1981, a crew member of one of the competitors took off before the 

competition was launched to attempt his five hours.  He got low on the north ridge 

and when down to tree-top height attempted to get into the field by pulling up over 

the trees.  On clearing the trees in an easterly direction he was confronted with 

the clubhouse and the competition marquee, which had been set up on the lawn.  He 

hit both, with a wing tip each, and ended up on the memorial map.  Although there 

were people around the lawn, fortunately nobody, including the pilot, was hurt, 

though two ladies who had been sitting on the wall in front of the clubhouse had to 

dive to the ground.  One of them had her knitting damaged
122
.  

 

  

 
        Ken Brown 

 
   Peter Balis with Barbara 

        and Jim Webster 



 
Jim Webster 

 Memorial  

  Salver 
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 Around 1980 there were worries about the number of hang gliders flying on the 

ridges
84
.  With support from the Gloucestershire County Council, an agreement was 

made with Avon Hang Gliding Club to ensure safety.  The Hang Gliding Club agreed to 

inform the Club whenever they were going to fly, and were to avoid flying on the 

north ridge
50
.  This agreement stood for at least two years

21
 after which the problem 

seemed to resolve itself. 

 

 Achievements during the period included local Diamond Heights for Jim Webster 

and Tom Bradbury
79,85

 while Andy Davis won the Standard Class Nationals in 1982
89
. 

  

 Sadly, there were two accident which together resulted in 

three fatalities during the period.  In 1981 during the Western 

Regionals Jim Webster crashed into a roof on his approach into a 

field and was killed instantly
87
.  His widow Barbie, gave a 

salver to be presented each year to the most deserving 

instructor
12
 and also paid for four radios for Club gliders and a 

ground set in his memory
54
.  And in September 1984, Jim Findley 

spun in after a cable break in the Bocian.  He and his pupil 

were killed
92
. 

 

 In 1980, when John Patchett was making a high speed run in his syndicate 

Cirrus
85 
a flutter incident occurred.  John baled out and landed safely.  The local 

press reported “the members watched in horror as the parachute opened”
123
!  It was 

said that when John’s wife was told, Pauline said “He would do anything to get 

attention.”
121
  The glider recovered and landed itself virtually undamaged.  The 

canopy was jettisoned, but even that was returned to the Club a few years later 

when it was found by forestry workers coppicing a local wood
123
.  

 

 The BGA introduced a number of changes in the period.  They introduced inter-

club league competitions in which groups of about four clubs competed with each 

other.  Each year each club in a group hosted a week-end contest with each club 

being represented by a beginner, an intermediate pilot and a pundit.  The group 

which included the Bristol Club became known as the Rock-polishers
51
.   

 

 In 1977 the CAA put pressure on the BGA to have identifying markings on 

gliders. The BGA came up with a system in which three-letter identifiers were 

allocated to each glider on the BGA register
78
.  These were known as trigraphs.  

They could be used in competitions instead of competitions numbers and so there was  

an incentive to display them, particularly as they did not attract an annual fee as 

the competition numbers did.  Radio call signs were restricted to the trigraph 

phonetics, and so the imaginative call signs of the past were eliminated.  

 
   Tom Bradbury 

 
        Andy Davis 

 
   John Patchett 

John Patchett 

 



 
     Doug Jones 
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 The BGA also redefined the requirements for the A, B and C certificates
81
.  

The original requirements had been tailored to the stages of solo training and so 

did not fit well with the current practice.  From 1st January 1980 the A 

certificate was awarded for going solo and the B for a short soaring flight, with 

the same requirements as the old C Certificates
129
. 

 

 In 1981 the CAA allocated a much needed second radio frequency of 130.1 MHz 

for glider use
86
, and in 1983 the Home Office approved the use of Citizen Band 

radios for general use.  The Club took advantage of this and bought radios for 

communication between the launch point and winches as at that time there was no 

gliding frequency allocated for ground use
53
. 

 

  In 1985, Honda, the car manufacturer, bought 

South Marston airfield where the Swindon Club had been 

operating.  The Club was forced to move out and an 

arrangement was made for its members to fly at Nympsfield 

while it was looking for a new site
39.
 

 

 In 1977 Doug Jones’ 30 years’ work in glider 

maintenance for the Club and his work on the BGA Technical 

Committee was recognised by the award of a BGA Diploma
1
.  

Doug also became Chairman of the BGA Technical Committee 

in 1982
94
. And Ken Brown was awarded a BGA Diploma in 1984 

for his work on the BGA Competitions Committee to refine 

the scoring system and make it more understandable
29
. 

 

 

Social 

 

 In 1976 it was decided that Mrs Smith would no longer be employed to run the 

canteen, but was to run it as a private enterprise.  Unsurprisingly she was not 

able to make it pay, and resigned in mid-1977
3
.  Her daughter Nella ran it for a 

while, but in the absence of a subsidy
5
 she was not able to make it pay either and 

also resigned.  For several years the only lunch time food available at the Club 

was cups of tea and rolls containing a slice of tomato and a lettuce leaf
122
. 

 

 The bar continued much as before, but with rather less music and singing
122
.   

The fruit machine had became less profitable (possibly because of the departure of 

Mrs Smith from the canteen) and was put into storage
6
.  A “Space invaders” game 

machine was bought in 1982 and it took over £1000 in that year
12
, but this was never 

repeated later
71
 

  

Management  

 

 Because of the financial loss in 1975 and subsequent poor financial position, 

it was thought that the Club could no longer afford to employ a full time manager, 

and consequently Ray Jefferies’ contract was not renewed in June 1977
3
.  However, 

in recognition of the vast amount of unpaid work he had done for the Club since the 

move to Nympsfield he was given an ex-gratia payment of three month’s salary
4
.  

Chalky White, who was employed for aircraft maintenance, took on the day to day 

management duties assisted by his wife Sue
4
.  Sue also provided hot meals on 

Saturday evenings for the people who stayed at the Club over night
79
. 

 

 After Chalky unexpectedly decided to leave in May 1982
14,88

, the Club got by 

without a paid manager for the next four years, though with some paid help in the 

Office
45
.  Gordon Bishop was taken on as part-time manager in 1986

47
. 
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 With personal computers becoming available, in 1982 John Taylor offered to 

supply the Club with a computer to run the flying accounts.  This had tape storage 

and a dot matrix printer.  The price including the program was £750
11
.  Although dot 

matrix printers were used to print some of the committee minutes, the accounts 

program was still not running in spring 1986
46
.  One down side of this 

computerisation was that several jobs which had previously been done at home by 

volunteers, had to be centralised in the office
122
. 

  

 Doug Jones was elected Vice President of the Club in 1982
12
.  

 

 Throughout much of the period the roles of newsletter editor and Public 

Relations Officer were not filled and consequently newsletters appeared only very 

spasmodically and the Club’s contribution to Club News in S&G was missing more 

often than not.  As a result of this, and also of a fire in 2002 which destroyed 

the committee minutes over several years, much information on such things as 

committee membership, flying fees, appointed officers, trophy winners and privately 

owned gliders is not available and this is reflected in gaps in the appendixes to 

this section.  However topics of more significance were well covered in other 

documents. 

 

 James Metcalfe resigned the chairmanship in 1986 and Barry Walker was elected 

chairman at that year’s AGM. 



 
         Toilet Block Drawing 
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Section 11 Appendix 2   Aircraft and Ground Equipment 

 

Club Gliders BGA No. Tail Origin Disposals in period 

Swallow 1008 - Bought new in Summer 1961 Sold 5 August 1978 for £1100 

Ka8 1653 - Bought new in August 1971 for £2068 

with £1050 Sports Council grant 

 

Skylark 4 1161 328 Bought Nov 72 for £1695 Written off 4 Jan 1981.  

Insurance payment £4200. 

T21 1000 - Bought May 1973 for £850 Sold 14 April 1979 for £1400 

Bocian 1901 - Bought June 1973 for £2583 Written off 1 Sept. 1983 

Blanik 2008 - Bought Autumn 1974 for £3850 Seriously damaged mid-1982. 

Insurance paid £4100 and 

wreckage sold for £1500. 

Swallow 1331 - Bought S/H £1350 June 1975 Sold 29 Jan 1979 for £1000 

Ka8 2398 DUC Bought 12 May 1979 for £3750 as 

planned replacement for the 

Swallows. 

 

ASK13 2554 EBL Bought 29 Aug 1979 for £10,005. 

Replacement fuselage bought for 

£5750 21 Aug 1982. 

 

Grob G102 Mk3 2741 EKF Bought 5 June 1981 for £6,730 as 

replacement for the Skylark 

 

Ka7 2139 - Bought 13 Aug 1982 for £2550 as 

replacement for the Blanik 

 

ASK13 2954 EUC Bought 2 Sept 1983 for £6100  

 

Tugs 

Beagle Terrier G-ASKJ Bought 30 May 1973 for £1000 Sold 6 May 1980 for £3500 

Piper Super Cub 150 G-BCFO Bought Easter 1974  

Bellanca Scout 180 G-BGGD Bought 17 Jan 1980 for £14,950  

 

Vehicles 

“Bucket” tractor Bought for £190 in Jan 1972 Disposed of in 1984 

David Brown tractor Bought in May 1975  

Fiat 450 tractor Bought in 1984 for £1250  

 

Yellow Dumper Bought in 1971 for £130  

Red Dum per Bought in 1976  

Flatbed Dumper Bought in 1985  

 

Double-decker bus Bought in 1978 for £200 Sold in 1985 for £200 

  

Winches 

Mumford winch Built by Brian Mumford in 1962/3 

Diesel engine & new chassis 1972 

 

Diesel winch Bought in 1966 Retired?? 

Diesel winch No.2 Bought in 1969, “Balloon winch”  

Whitbread winch Built in house, in service in 1983  

 

Trailers 

General purpose closed Built by Alwyn Sutcliffe 1955/56 Retired? 

Ka8 trailer Bought for £35 in July 1971  

Open T49/T21 trailer Built 1972 Retired? 

Skylark 4 trailer Bought with sailplane 1972 Sold 1981 

Grob Trailer Bought with sailplane  

 

Caravans 

Instructors’ Caravan Bought for Mike Munday in 1974 Sold in 1978
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Section 11  Appendix 3 BGGC Presidents and Committees 

 

 1977/8 1978/9 1979/80 1980/1 1981/2 1982/3 1983/4 1984/5 1985/6 

President A Kershaw MP 

Vice  

Presidents 

Sir Peter Scott 

Tony Gaze 

 Doug Jones 

 

Directors 

Keith Aldridge R Robertson J R Bennett B F R Smyth  

R Robertson E Drummond R T Starling D E Barker   

O C Harris      I J 

Metcalfe 

 

 P C Bray        

 

Chairman Keith Aldridge Owen Harris James Metcalfe 

Vice Chair Dave Wales Don Chatterton 

Treasurer Dave Barker 

Secretary Eric Drummond Drummond/ 

Metcalfe 

James Metcalfe Bernard Smyth 

 

Committee 

Don Chatterton Don Chatterton N/R Mike Gulson T J  

Ballenger 

T J 

Ballenger 

John 

Bennett 

Phil 

Andrews 

Les Bradley 

Brian Curtis Brian Curtis N/R Godfrey Hawkins John  

Bennett 

John Bennett Dave 

Crinson 

Dave 

Crinson 

Moira Buick 

Owen Harris Owen Harris N/R Robbie Robertson Godfrey Hawkins Don 

Chatterton 

Ian Hey M Grieves Ken Mahon 

Graham Morris Graham Morris N/R Richard Starling Ian Lane Ian Hey Paul Little Ken Mahon John 

Patchett 

Lance Peters Lance Peters N/R Derek Thomas John  

Patchett 

Robbie 

Robertson 

Chris 

Taylor 

John 

Patchett 

Richard 

Starling 

Robbie Robinson  N/R Bob Woodmason Robbie Robertson Mike 

Woollard 

Mike 

Woollard 

Chris 

Taylor 

Chris 

Taylor 

    R T Starling     

 

BGC Pty Ltd Directors:   P C Bray (secretary), Nick O’Brien and J Doug Jones throughout the period 



 

Section 11  Appendix 4    Appointed Officers 

                                                                                                                          

Post 1977/8 1978/9 1979/80 1980/81 1981/82 1982/83 1983/84 1984/85 1985/86 

CFI 
Ed 

Meddings 

Harold 

Jefferies 
Ron Sandford 

Graham Morris 

Tug Master Doug Jones NR NR Doug Jones NR NR 

 Ron Sandford 

& Paul 

Little 

NR 

Aircraft 

Engineer 
NR NR NR NR NR NR 

 
John 

Patchett & 

Dave Crinson 

NR 

Vehicle 

Engineer 
NR NR NR NR NR NR 

 
NR 

Course 

Secretary 
NR NR NR NR NR NR 

 
NR 

Don 

Chatterton 

Competition 

Director 
NR NR 

Dave 

Wales 

Owen Harris 
Mike Harper 

Newsletter 

Editor 
Jan Smith  Bernard Smyth    Steve Tromens 

PRO NR NR NR NR NR NR  NR NR 

Safety 

Officer 
NR NR NR Owen Harris NR NR 

 
Ken Mahon  

Flying 

Records 
NR NR NR NR NR 

John 

Bennett 

 Claude  

Armes 
NR 

Course 

Instructor 
NR NR NR NR NR NR 

 
NR NR 

Course Tuggie NR NR NR NR NR NR  NR NR 

Manager Chalky White Nil 

 

N/R  Signifies "Not recorded".    



Section 11 Appendix 4 S&G Statistics 

                                                                                                                   

 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

Members 

Flying 224 233 210 281 302 179 180 211 242 

Associate 40 39 48 66 81 29 40 38 49 

Total 264 272 258 347 383 208 220 249 291 

Estimated 

Temporary 
Not recorded 1091 882 

Aircraft  

Two seaters 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Solo 4 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Private 26 26 31 28 28 28 40 32 30 

Tugs 3* 3* 3* 3* 3* 3* 2 2 2 

Flying 
 

Launches 6392 5806 5975 6408 6494 5361 6200 8441 7566 

Aero-tows Not recorded 5407 4245 

Hours 2735 3283 3365 3892 3572 2979 3400 5404 2677 

X-Country 

km 
27,643 55,688 8254 11,871 4146 6640 5700 73600 27044 

Flying days 224 208 199 224 217 216 

No Longer Recorded 

Soaring 

Days 
144 137 135 147 142 157 

Courses 22 23 24 24 21 23 

Course 

Members 
150 120 128 281 302 157 

 

    As before, the figures cover periods from 1st October of the previous year to the end of September of  

the year stated.  This does not correspond with the Club’s membership year which runs from the 1st April.  

    Also it is doubtful whether the numbers reported to S&G were necessarily compiled accurately or consistently, 

especially the cross-country figures.  For example, a minute in June 1985 quoted a number of flying members “so far” 

as 292, as opposed to the 242 quoted in this table
38
.  

       

 *  This total must include Colin Pennycuick’s Super Cruiser, which he permitted the Club to use.  

  



 

Section 11  Appendix 5    Subscriptions and Fees 

 

NB There were large gaps in the Club’s records during this period.  Also, in 1983 and 1984 only the Flying subscription was recorded as 

a number, the rest were increased “pro rata”.  The figures quoted with an asterisk are the author’s calculations.  

+  The qualifying distance for country membership was reduced from 75 to 50 miles in 1985
149
 

 ̂ The entrance fee was re-introduced in 1977 

 

Flying Fees  

 

This is the only information found so far. 

  

Winch     £1.50     

Aertow 2000’     £5.00     

Soaring/Min+ 

    1st hr 9p*     

    2nd hr 7p*     

    After  5p*     

                                                                    *Astir 2p more      

+ After 10 min from winch or 20 min from aerotow.                                                                   

 

Year 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

Entrance ^ 

Fee 
£10 

Full Flying £35 £35 £41 £60 £70 £80 £90 £96 £100 

Family £45 NR NR £80 £93 £106* £120* £128 NR 

Country+ £20 NR NR £36 £42 £48* £54* £58 NR 

Youth £17.5 NR NR NR £36 £41* £46* £48 NR 

Student £17.5 NR NR NR NR NR NR £24 NR 

Associate £5 NR NR £6 £7 £8* £9* £10 NR 

Jun. Assoc. £1 NR NR £1.50 £1.50 £1.70* £1.90* £2 NR 



Section 11   Appendix 6     Trophy Winners 

 

Club Trophy 1977 1978 1979 1980 

Cyril Uwins Cup –  

(Best distance) 
Tim Macfadyen Tim Macfadyen Tim Macfadyen NR  

Rex Young Trophy –  

(Best progress by a beginner) 
NR NR  Ken Mahon NR 

Evening World Trophy –  

(Greatest gain of height) 
Jim Webster NR Rod Barrett NR  

Guinness Trophy – (Most meritorious 

cross-country in a club glider) 
NR  NR  NR NR  

Shaun De Salis Trophy –  

(Best closed-circuit flight) 
NR NR  

Chris 

Masterman 
NR 

Ladder Trophy –  

(Winner of Club Ladder) 
NR  NR Tom Bobbin NR  

Don Tapp Plaque – (Best speed round 

a 100km triangle) 
- - Graham Morris NR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1981 the Rex Young Trophy was awarded jointly to Les Bradley, Pete Florence, Dave Crinson and Bill Stephens 

 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

Cyril Uwins Cup Dave Hodsman 
Ian Lane/ 

Eve Dent 

Paul Little/ 

Derek Thomas 
Chris Lyttelton NR  

Rex Young Trophy See Note Not awarded  J Davidson NR 

Evening World Trophy Dave Hodsman Chris Hughes Chris Hughes NR  NR  

Guinness Trophy Richard Smith Ron Sandford NR  NR NR 

Shaun De Salis Trophy Tom Bobbin Ron Bridges NR NR  NR  

Ladder Trophy Dave Hodsman Lance Peters NR  NR NR 

Don Tapp Plaque NR NR NR  NR  NR  

Jim Webster’s 

Instructor’ Plaque 

Graham Morris/ 

John Patchett 

Gerry Martin/ 

John Patchett 
NR NR NR 



Section 11 Appendix 7   Private Gliders 

 

 The introduction and removal of private gliders from the site was not well 

documented during this period, as with others, but a certain amount of information has 

been found.  This is tabulated below.  It is hoped that it will be possible to update this 

appendix when more information comes to light. 

 

 The S&G data records a general slight increasing trend in the number of private 

gliders on site, but with a big peak in just 1983.  From the records available, it is 

clear that there was a significant turnover of the actual aircraft on site. 

 

Glider type 
BGA/Tail 

No 
Owners 

Period on site 

197x 198x 

7 8 9 0 1 2 3 4 5 

Skylark 2c 774/33 G Fisher and Ptns          

Skylark 4 1105/81 O.Harris & Ptns          

Std Austria 1127/571 ???          

Ka6 E 1425/925 Dents, Mathieson then Hawkins all 

with Ptns 

         

Ka6 CR 1284/434 F Dent & Ptns          

Dart 17R 1318/210 Tony Gaze          

Tutor 1071/ T Pentelow and nine others          

Standard 

Cirrus 

1624/242 R Sandford & Ptns          

    /252 P Bray & Ptns     After 1986 

Libelle 1756/417 Various unknowns          

Ka2b 1728/595 A Duke & Ptns          

Skylark 4 1103/267 D Dye & J Wight etc          

Libelle 1756/253 Tom & Tim Bradbury          

Pilatus P4 1849/103 A Forbes & Ptns (P Thody in 1983)          

Bocian 1804/558 Bill Combes & Ptns          

Kestrel 19 1914/14 Doug Jones,T Pentelow & Ptns          

Kestrel 17     /179 Tom Bobin & Pts- J Taylor & Ptns           

Cirrus VTC 1835/657 R Barrett & Ptns          

Cirrus VTC 1865/657 H Johns & Ptns          

IS29 D 2065/980 E Martin          

Pik 20 2078/242 R Sandford          

T49 1163/BRA D Barker & 9 Ptns          

DG100     /125 J Webster          

ASW20     /125 J Webster          

LS3-A 2639/157 F Dent & Ptns          

Vega 2526/657 R Barrett & Ptns          

Std Cirrus 1617/81 R Upton & Ptns          

Cirrus 1907/750 I Hey,A Duke,R Starling,Mike Mayo 

C Barker 

         

Mini Nimbus 2225/DMN D Hodsman          

ASW20 2677/172 G Morris          

LS3-A 2668/EGE George Szabo-Toth          

Scud 2  283/ Peter Philpot & Ptns          

Pic 20E ?????? Eric Drummond          

LS3-A  Dave Barker      ? ? ?  

Prefect ?????? Chris Hughes          

Discus     /969 ?           

Faulke SF 25            

Cirrus VTC 1865/272 Howard Johns & Ptns          
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Ref Content Location 

1 BGGC AGM 16-4-77, Min 9-16 

2 BGGC Minute 28-5-77 Min 9-18 

3 BGGC Minute 2-6-77 Min 9-19 

4 BGGC EGM 23-7-77 Co Document C2 86 

5 BGGC Minute 3-9-77 Min 9-22 

6 BGGC Minute 1-10-77 Min 9-23 

7 BGGC Minute 5-11-77 Min 9-24 

8 BGGC Minute extract 30-4-81 Co Document C2 174 

9 BGGC Minute extract 24-10-81 Co Document C2 165 

10 BGGC Minute extract 28-11-81 Co Document C2 166 

11 BGGC Minute extract 19-12-81 Co Document C2 167 

12 BGGC Minute extract 3-1-82 Co Document c2 168 

13 BGGC Minute extract 2-3-82 Co Document C2 169 

14 BGGC AGM Minutes 3-4-82 Co Document C2 170 

15 BGGC Minute extract 30-4-82 Co Document C2 174 

16 BGGC Minute extract 14-5-82 Co Document C2 175 

17 BGGC Minute extract 4-6-82 Co Document C2 176 

18 BGGC Minute extract 2-7-82 Co Document C2 178 

19 BGGC Minute extract 13-8-82 Co Document C2 180 

20 BGGC Minute extract 8-10-82 Co Document C2 183 

21 BGGC Minute extract 5-11-82 Co Document C2 184 

22 BGGC Minute extract 4-12-82 Co Document C2 186 

23 BGGC Minute extract 8-1-83 Co Document C3   2  

24 BGGC Minute extract 5-2-83   Min 83 

25 BGGC Minute 2-9-83 Min 83 

26 BGGC Minute 12-11-83 Min 83 

27 BGGC Minute 6-1-84 Min 80s-0.1 

28 BGGC Minute 10-3-84 Min 80s-0.2 

29 BGGC Minute 31-3-84 Min 80s-1.2a 

30 BGGC Minute 27-4-84 Min 80s-1.3 

31 BGGC Minute 6-7-84 Min 80s-1.5 

32 BGGC Minute 7-9-84 Min 80s-1.7 

33 BGGC Minute 4-1-85 Min 80s-4 

34 BGGC Minute 8-2-85 Min 80s-5 

35 BGGC Minute 1-3-85 Min 80s-6 

36 BGGC AGM 31-3-85 Co Document C3  44 

37 BGGC Minute 17-5-85 Min 80s-8 

38 BGGC Minute 14-6-85 Min 80s-9 

39 BGGC Minute 12-7-85 Min 80s-11 

40 BGGC Minute 6-9-85 Min 80s-13 

41 BGGC Minute 20-9-85 Min 80s-14 

42 BGGC Minute 16-11-85 Min 80s-16 

43 BGGC Minute 20-12-85 Min 80s-17 

44 BGGC Minute 10-1-86 Min 80s-18 

45 BGGC Minute 7-2-86 Min 80s-19 

46 BGGC Minute 7-3-86 Min 80s-20 

47 BGGC AGM 22-3-86 Co Document C3  55 

48 Bulletin October 78 Bulletin b-1978.10 Oct 

49 Bulletin Spring 79 Bulletin b-1979 Spring 

50 Bulletin Summer 80 Bulletin b-1980 Summer 

51 Bulletin Spring 81 Bulletin b-1981 Spring 

52 Bulletin Autumn 81 Bulletin b-1981 Autumn 

53 Bulletin Spring 83 Bulletin b-1983 Spring 

54 Bulletin Summer 83 Bulletin b-1983 Summer 
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Ref Content Location 

55 Bulletin July 86 Bulletin b-1986.7 July 

56 Letter re new Co structure Co Document C2 42 

57 Sports Council re possible grant for Hangar extension 

and motor glider 19-5-77 

Co Document C2 57 

58 Corporate Structure of the two companies Co Document C2 63 

59 Acceptance of BGC & BGGC as Group for VAT Co Document C2 79 

60 Drummond to Bray requesting sale of caravan 13-2-78 Co Document C2 99 

61 Bray to Martin - Bill of sale re caravan 28-2-78  Co Document C2 100 

62 Drummond to Bray request to buy K8 & bus 14-6-78 Co Document C2 104 

63 Bray to Auditors re change of accounting date 13-11-78 Co Document C2 111 

64 Bray to BGGC re purchase of assets by BGGC Co Document C2 116 

65 Schedule of equipment on lease 9-6-79 Co Document C2 125 

66 Receipt for purchase of K13 4-8-79 Co Document C2 130 

67 Request Drummond to Bray to sell Terrier and buy Scout 

17-12-79 

Co Document C2 133 

68 Skylark4 hull release Cert. 4-1-81 Co Document C2 155 

69 Letter Lloyds Bank to Barker 9-7-82 Co Document C2 179 

70 Financial Facts Check this   Co Document C3   3 

71 Treasurer’s report for 1982 4-3-83 Co Document C3  12 

72 Letter Army Club to Barker 22-9-83 Co Document C3  21 

73 Letter Bray to MAA(International) 25-10-83 Co Document C3  23 

74 Receipt Aubry Rees 28-9-84 Co Document C3  37 

75 Invoice B Walker 4-3-85 Co Document C3  40 

76 Letter Bray to L Wood 7-3-85 Co Document C3 40a 

77 Insurance cover 16-11-85 Co Document C3  50 

78 Sailplane & Gliding Aug Sept 1977  

79 Sailplane & Gliding Aug Sept 1978  

80 Sailplane & Gliding Oct Nov 1978  

81 Sailplane & Gliding Dec Jan 1978/9  

82 Sailplane & Gliding Oct Nov 1979  

83 Sailplane & Gliding Dec Jan 1979/80  

84 Sailplane & Gliding Apr May 1980  

85 Sailplane & Gliding Aug Sept 1980  

86 Sailplane & Gliding Apr May 1981  

87 Sailplane & Gliding Oct Nov 1981  

88 Sailplane & Gliding Aug Sep 1982  

89 Sailplane & Gliding Oct Nov 1982  

90 Sailplane & Gliding Feb Mar 1983  

91 Sailplane & Gliding Oct Nov 1983  

92 Sailplane & Gliding Apr Mar 1984  

93 Sailplane & Gliding Aug Sep 1982  

94 Sailplane & Gliding Jun Jul 1985  

95 Sailplane & Gliding Dec Jan 1985/6  

96 BGC financial History Misc 0130 

97 Winching at Nympsfield Misc 0133 

98 Letter re Club’s use of Pennycuick’s Super Cruiser Misc 0168 

99 Project file 1 Item 1 New workshop building PF extracts 1-1   P1 

100 Ditto Ditto             P2 

101 Ditto Ditto             P3 

102 Ditto Ditto             P4 

103 Ditto Ditto             P5 

104 Ditto Ditto             P6 

105 Ditto Ditto             P7 

106 Ditto Ditto             P8 
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107 Project file 1 Item 1 New workshop building PF extracts 1-1   P10 

108 Ditto Ditto             P11 

109 Ditto Ditto             P12 

110 Ditto Ditto             P13 

111 Ditto Ditto             P15 

112 Ditto Ditto             P16 

113 Project file 1 Item 4 Toilet block extension PF extracts 1-4   P1 

114 Report on proposed new Clubhouse Fig 1 Plan of existing 

clubhouse 

PF extracts 2-3 

115 Project file 2 Item 7 Purchase of Platford’s field PF extracts 2-7   P1 

116 Ditto  ditto            P2 

117 Ditto  ditto            P3 

118 Ditto  ditto            P4 

119 Ditto  ditto            P5 

120 Ditto  ditto            P6 

121 As remembered by Moira Buick  

122 As remembered by Ken Brown  

123 As remembered by Graham Morris  

124 As remembered by I D (SID) Smith  

125 Sailplane & Gliding Jun Jul 1982  

126 BGGC AGM Minutes 22-3-86 Co Document C3-55 

127 BGGC Committee Minutes 12-4-85 Min80-7 

128 Information provided by P Bray  

129 Sailplane & Gliding Jun Jul 1979  

130 Letter from Tugmaster to tug pilots (c1986 but undated)  

 

 


